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AN APPEAL-ING IDEA!
100 percent of Diocesan Appeal money

will fund mission and ministry
BY MIKE MATVEY
S T A F F  W R I T E R

When talking about the
Diocesan Appeal, it is hard to
overstate its impact.

Quite simply, the Diocesan
Appeal funds every diocesan de-
partment — there are over 30 de-
partments and ministries which
include the Respect Life Min-
istry to Vocations and Evange-
lization to Catholic Schools — to
ensure the health and future of
the 126 parishes in the 14-county
Diocese of Albany.

The Diocesan Appeal —
which began this year on July 1
and will run until June 30, 2023
— has the goal of raising $6.1 mil-
lion. That money funds 74 per-
cent of the mission and ministry
of the Diocese of Albany, with
the remaining money coming
from legacies and bequests, in-
terest and dividends from invest-
ments, bookkeeping and ac-
counting fees, registration and
counseling fees.

But as the Diocese continues
in mediation with plaintiff attor-
neys involved with the Child
Victims Act (CVA) cases, and
with bankruptcy a legitimate
possibility, questions remain
about how money donated to
the Appeal will be used. Will the
money donated to the Appeal be
used to pay for CVA settle-
ments? If the Diocese were to go
bankrupt, would the Appeal
money be used to pay for legal
fees during the process?

The answer to both of those
questions is no. The Diocese
must use 100 percent of the
money from the Appeal as the
donor intended it for, as with all
charitable gifts. It cannot be
used to pay for CVA settlements
or to pay legal fees during a
bankruptcy process. Money
used so far to settle lawsuits has
come from the diocesan self-in-
surance fund. 

“The annual diocesan budget
is set based on expected needs.
The allocations for each parish is
then based on that budget,” said
Father David LeFort, Vicar Gen-
eral for the Diocese of Albany.
“The funds received in the annu-
al appeal are received based on
that budget and allocations.
Thus the funds received are re-
stricted to those needs.”

With that in mind, let’s delve a
little deeper into the history of
the Appeal and list specific ex-
amples of how the money that
the parishes donate is spent.

HISTORY
In 1954, as a post-war boom

was happening in America, the
Catholic Church in upstate New
York was undergoing tremen-
dous growth. Churches and
schools needed to be built. Voca-
tions grew as well as the mission
of the Church. And all this had to
be funded.

Bishop William A. Scully
came up with the idea to sup-
port the burgeoning Church

with a diocesan-wide capital
campaign called the Bishop’s
Development Fund for Religion
and Education. The goal of this
one-time campaign was to raise
$500,000. The Fund was so suc-
cessful, however, that the Dio-
cese decided to run the cam-
paign every year. During that
time, the Diocese of Albany
funded the building of 13 parish-
es, 21 elementary schools, six
high schools as well as Maria
College

Although the Fund has
changed names — the Bishop’s
Development Fund was re-
named the Diocesan Develop-
ment Fund, better known as the
DDP, then was changed to the
Bishop’s Appeal under Bishop
Howard J. Hubbard and is now
called the Diocesan Appeal —
for the past 68 years it has been
an integral part in funding the
diocesan mission.

“The principal objective of the
Diocesan Appeal is to support
the services provided to the
parishes by the Diocese,” said
Nancy Bielawa, executive direc-
tor for Stewardship and Devel-
opment. “So for example, Hu-
man Resources, IT, the Tribunal,
Faith Formation, Pastoral Plan-
ning, Real Property, all of those
things are made possible by the
Diocesan Appeal.”

Most parishes are essentially
running a small business,
Bielawa added, and it is quite
hard to do that with a limited

staff. So help from the diocesan
departments is critical. 

“What we have done this year
is to break it into two categories:
mission support and operational
support to delineate more the
various departments in the Pas-
toral Center that support the
churches,” Bielawa said. “If the
Appeal isn’t supported there
will have to be cuts in those de-
partments which will inevitably
impact the parishes because
what we do is directly for the
parishes. The departments don’t
have any other objectives.”

As Bielawa noted, organiza-
tions such as Siena College have
annual funds as well but it is a
small percentage of the operat-
ing budget since tuition, princi-
pally, makes up the bulk of its
revenue stream. In the Diocese
of Albany, an assessment calcu-
lation that is based on a three-
year average of parish offertory
as well as other factors deter-
mines what each parish is ex-
pected to give to the Appeal.

It can’t be overstated that this
is how the diocesan offices fund
everything they do; there is no
back channel to the Vatican or
direct line to the Mother Cabrini
Health Foundation asking to
cover any shortfalls.

“What I have found is that peo-
ple who are committed to their
faith and the Church, are they
disappointed with the CVA and
that (the abuse) happened in the
first place? Sure, who wouldn’t

be. It’s horrific and distasteful
and unimaginable,” Bielawa said.
“But the people that keep giving
or have reactivated their giving,
they have reactivated because
they want to support the
Church.”

Bielawa added that 300 lapsed
donors have given during this
Appeal period already and the
McCloskey Society, which sup-
ports the Appeal with gifts of
$1,000 or more, has over 400
members and counting already
for this Appeal period.

“They don’t have their heads in
the sand,” Bielawa added. “You
can’t miss stuff happening with
the Catholic Church right now,
and yet they decided to reacti-
vate support. We also have peo-
ple who are giving more than
they gave last year.”

Let’s look at specific examples
of how that money is used by var-
ious diocesan departments.

THE RESPECT LIFE OFFICE:
The Respect Life Office (RLO)
offers annual training, resources
and consultation to parish Re-
spect Life coordinators and com-
mittees. This year in coordina-
tion with the Marriage & Family
Office, the Diocese continues to
serve women suffering from
abortion through Project Rachel,
the only diocesan post-abortive
ministry. The RLO also sponsors
ministry events which include:
the Annual Respect Life Forum
in which over 70 people attend-
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BUYING ANTIQUES
Buying sterling silver, gold, costume jewelry, coins, old
toys, musical instruments, military items from Civil War

to present, old guns, old photographs, collectables
– FULL OR PARTIAL ESTATES –

We pay cash, or consign to
Joe Mazzones Auction Service

(518) 727-9539

SARATOGA SPRINGSRENSSELAER

628 N. Broadway, Saratoga Springs

Since 1878
Mark T. Phillips

MANAGER & DIRECTOR

(518)584-5373

WM. J. BURKE & SONS
FUNERAL HOME

FUNERAL SERVICESFUNERAL SERVICES
W.J. LYONS, Jr.

Funeral Home Inc.
1700 Washington Avenue

Rensselaer, N.Y.
Phone (518) 286-3400

St. Kateri Tekakwitha Parish
Parish Bookkeeper
Position Available

We are now accepting applications for the full-time position of
Parish Bookkeeper to begin on November 28. The bookkeeper
is responsible for management, record-keeping, and reporting
obligations of all parish financial matters, including parish
payroll, school finances, Accounts Payable, and parish Offertory.
The bookkeeper should have knowledge of accounting,
bookkeeping, and budgetary principles and practices, as well
as proficiency with Microsoft Office. Familiarity with Parish
Data System (PDS) and Paycor payroll administration, or the
ability and willingness to learn them, is a plus.

For more information, or to send your
resume and cover letter, please contact:

Lawrence Grimmer, Parish Manager

St. Kateri Tekakwitha Parish

2216 Rosa Rd.

Schenectady, NY 12309

or email to lgrimmer@stkateriparish.org 

Deadline for application is November 11

Youth Mental Health Event set
for St. Edward the Confessor

BY EMILY BENSON
S T A F F  W R I T E R

Many adolescents battle with
depression and anxiety, but find-
ing ways to talk openly about it
can be just as hard.

St. Edward the Confessor
Church in Clifton Park is hoping
to buoy that conversation at
their upcoming Youth Mental
Health Event on Friday, Nov. 18,
from 6:30-8:30 p.m. The event is
sponsored by the Southern
Saratoga County Network of
Catholic Parishes (SSCN), which
includes All Saints on the Hud-
son in Mechanicville, Corpus
Christi in Round Lake, St. Ed-
ward’s and St. Mary’s Church,
Crescent in Waterford. The
event is open to everyone but
specifically targeted for youth in
grades 6-12.

“This looks like a real godsend
to help our kids to process things
in a day when it takes months to
get in with any health-care pro-
fessional,” said Stephanie Hugh-
es, parish life coordinator at St.
Mary’s.

The main event includes a
performance and presentation
from the Big Infinite, a Mary-
land-based music group whose
work focuses on raising mental-
health awareness and suicide
prevention. The band will be
showcasing its latest project the
“Power of Expression,” an un-
plugged-style music documen-
tary and a five-song EP that dis-
cusses the band’s music and

bandmates’ healing journeys
through their own depression
and anxiety. Jordan Lally, singer
of Big Infinite, also raises aware-
ness through The Ed Lally Foun-
dation, a non-profit organization
he co-founded and named in
memory of his father whom he
lost to suicide.

In an interview with The Evan-
gelist, Lally added that part of his
excitement includes seeing Fa-
ther George Fleming, pastor of
Corpus Christi and All Saints,
who is an old family friend. Lally
knew Father Fleming when he
was a deacon serving at his fami-
ly’s parish in Baltimore and Lally
nicknamed him the “Deaconator.”

“It is really exciting to go back
up there and visit Father George,
and to just be in the (Saratoga)
area,” Lally said. “We haven’t tak-
en the show out of the Maryland
area and this is our first show on
the road.”

In 2020, Hughes got the idea
to organize a mental-health event
for the parish but tabled it when
the pandemic unfolded. Hughes
started to rekindle the idea earli-
er this year, around the same
time Father Fleming noticed Big
Infinite’s tour and thought of
bringing them to the parish,
which made for a perfect match.

In 2014, Lally and Big Infinite’s
two other band members, DJ
Fritzges and Dre Toney, were per-
forming in the band Fiction 20
Down. The band had joined na-
tional tours and things were go-

ing great until Lally got a phone
call during a show in Florida. Af-
ter years of battling depression,
Lally’s father committed suicide.
After the call, the band went on
hiatus. On the day of his dad’s fu-
neral, Father Fleming came down
to Baltimore and stood along Lal-
ly for support while he delivered
his dad’s eulogy.

When the band eventually re-
convened, they discovered a
new purpose: to be vulnerable
and authentic in their music and
openly discuss their own men-
tal-health struggles. Fiction 20
Down became Big Infinite and
started on tours at schools, con-
ferences, concerts and commu-
nity events. The Ed Lally Foun-
dation has since been endorsed
by the Baltimore Diocese for the
work Big Infinite and Lally’s
crew have done. 

Lally said that first and fore-
most, the main message of this
event is simple: to let kids know
that if they are struggling, they
are not alone.

“It’s time to address (mental
health) from the church and try
to clear the stigma,” Hughes
added. “To give (kids) a way to
understand they’re not alone in
all of this.”

To register for the Youth
Mental Health event, visit
https://www.signupgenius.
com/go/904054bafa92aa4fb
6-youth or go to St. Edward the
Confessor’s Facebook page and
sign-up through their event.
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ed both in-person and by Zoom;
coordinating the diocesan plan-
ning for the March for Life each
January, in which over 400 peo-
ple attend annually from the
Diocese; and implementing the
United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops’ initiative
“Walking with Moms in Need: A
Year of Service.”

CATHOLIC CHARITIES:
The Appeal supports a wide ar-
ray of Catholic Charities’ pro-
grams including: CC MOVE
which, along with the Regional
Food Bank of Northeastern New
York and local community part-
ners, has distributed over
710,000 pounds of fresh, frozen
and shelf-stable food to over
85,000 people so far this year —
the Emergency Energy Assis-
tance Fund — which annually
helps over 1,000 people across
450 homes with assistance for
their energy bills — food and nu-
trition programs, the Catholic
Charities’ Housing Office, and
other services that meet neigh-
bors’ basic needs.

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS: The

Diocesan Appeal was instru-
mental in promoting Catholic
Central School, the regional pre-
K through Grade 12 school in
Latham that is a merger of
Catholic Central High School
and St. Ambrose. Some of the
events in the past year included:
Parent Night, which was held at
St. Ambrose Parish Center in
January for current and prospec-
tive students; an engagement
survey which sought feedback
from faculty, administrators, par-
ents, students, alumni and mem-
bers of the Futures Committee
about what was important to
each of them about the new
school and what they hoped it
would become. More than 750
responses were received; a re-
branding of the school, which in-
cluded a new mission statement,
“Academic Excellence. Rooted in
Christ;” and a Pep Rally in July in
which the new brand was offi-
cially unveiled to the students
and teachers.

OFFICE OF LAY MINISTRY
AND PARISH FAITH FORMA-
TION: This office’s central mis-
sion is to support parishes (pas-
tors, parish life directors/coordi-

nators, leaders in various areas of
ministry, parishioners), as they
serve the People of God. Some of
the events they have undertaken
in the past year include: Prepar-
ing 240 couples for the Sacra-
ment of Marriage. On average
300 couples are prepared every
year; offering an annual day of re-
treat and renewal for pastoral
care coordinators and visitation
or bereavement ministers. On
average 150 attend; conducting
Synod sessions for faith forma-
tion/youth ministry leaders, re-
spect life coordinators and pas-
toral care coordinators; and or-
ganizing the diocesan delegation
to the biennial National Catholic
Youth Conference (NCYC). Over
300 young people and adults
from the Diocese attend this
event which draws over 20,000
participants.

VOCATIONS: The Appeal —
nearly one-third of it — pays for
the education expenses of semi-
narians. As an example, Father
Stephen Yusko, who was or-
dained in June 19, 2021, had his
entire six years of seminary paid
in full through the generous do-
nations.


	Page 3.pdf
	Page 16.pdf

